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NATIONAL AFFATR S§; 


For APRIL, 1789 
{From the Enciisu Review.} 


PUBLIC FESTIVITY. 


F this month it may be faid, in géneral, that it is the mer- 
O rieft England has feen for near half a centary. The joy 
at the recovery of the King is in proportion to that gloom 
which clouded the minds of al] judicious men and good citizens 
during the time of his illnefs; and, if it be reafonable to meafure 
the extent of joy by that of the evil from which the reftoration 
of his Majefty’s health has delivered us, there was never in 
Great-Britain, fince the defeat of Walpole’s excife {cheme in 
1737, and that of the rebellion in 1745, fo much caofe for 
fincere congratulation, 

The entertainments, the illuminations, the proceffion to 
St. Paul’s, united tafte with magnificence ; and, while they em- 
phatically befpoke the feelings of all concerned in them, dif 
played, the refinement, magnificence, and wealth of this great 
nation. Thefe demonftrations of joy, while they dazzled and 
pleafed the fenfes of the vulgar, afforded, or mig have afforded 
to contemplative minds matter of various reflection. In ancient 
times men expreffed their joy and gratitude to the gods chiefly 
by facrifices, and thews of wild beafts and gladiators ; in mo- 
Vor, XIII. 331. 31 dero, 
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dern, from the decline of the Roman empire and the intro- 
duétion of Chriftianity to the prefent moment, they have, at dif. 
ferent periods, teftified their joy and comp!adency to men, chiefly 
by mock engagements, theatrical reprefentations, fireworks, and 
fplendid illuminations, Astothe piety of moderr times, it has 
been fhewn, and continues to be thewn, in different places and 
circumftances, by donations to the church, by pilgrimages, and 
felf-mortification. But, if we view thefe particulars on a grand 
feale, we thall find, amidft their peculiarities, not a little that is 
common to all, and that they flow from the invariable con. 
ftruction of human nature, The unbounded donations of laymen 
to the church, correfpond to the hecatombs that were facri- 
ficed to the jovial gods; aufterities and felf-mortifications, to 
the human facrifices that were made to the malignant deities ; 
and the fights of wild beafts and gladiators, bear an analogy to 
the tilts and tournaments of the middle ages, and the ball. 
baiting, formerly general, and not yet entirely exploded. Even 
in a proteftant country, and in the prefent refined and {pecula- 
tive period, we difcover the fame propenfity or turn of think 
ing which has prevailed in other times and nations. Why was 
the late thenkigiving at St. Paul’s executed with fuch folemn 
pomp, {plendour, and expence for two days ; the proceffion, 
with the religious rites,'on the firit, and the ‘moft expenfive 
general illuminations, on the other ? Did not this originate in 
religious fentiments and yows ? And was it not imagined that 
this facrifice was an homage doné to God as well as to the King ? 
See, amidft the caprices, the conftancy of nature ! At one time 
masking perform their devotions with the blood of heifers, 
balls, and goats; at another, with waxen candles and traia oil ! 


SEXTUPLE ALLIANCE, 


A report, which has for fome time prevailed, of a fextuple 
alliance between Ruflia, Aaftria, France, Spain, Naples, and 
Denmark, begins to excite the inquiries of politicians, That 
the Ruffians thould with to include the Danes, who have proved 
themfelves their faithful allies, in a general arrangement tor the 
promotion of their power, is very natural ; and that the French 
fhould, as ufaal, endeavour to make a fool of Spain with its de- 
pendencies in Italy, is alfo natural ; bat that Denmark, of any 
feconcary kingdom or flate in Europe, fhould accede, or even 
connive at a confederacy which threatens the liberties of 
Furope ; is furely impolitic, and even a proof of infatuation. 
For, though iuch a kingdom, by feconding the partitioning po- 
licy of the great contracting powers, might, for « time, fhare 
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in the fpoil, let it be obferved that, even by equal hares of plune 
der, the weaker and flronger party do not gain equal advag- 
tages. Any given acceflion of dominion or power adds more 
to the importance of a great, than of a {mall fate. This, oa 
examination, will be found to be as juft a maxim in politics as 
it is in the economy of individual eftates, where it is allowed 
that the fame degree of wealth in the hand of one perfon gives 

reater power and influence to the poffeffor, than it does whea 
divided among different hands 5 nay, it is a maxim which ap- 
proaches to mathematical demonftration : add equal things to 
things unequal, their wholes will be unequal. ‘To divide the 
{poil of weaker ftates, and to reap the fruits as much as poffible, 
without incurring the miferies. of. war, has beev, for fome time, 
the principal featore in the politics of France, Avftria, and 
Ruffia. Should thefe powers be allowed to parcel out among 
themfelves the dominions, or, what is nearly the fame thing, 
the independence of neighbouring ftates, all Europe mult be 
reduced under their power, They would at lait fall upon one 
another. Two of them would combine againit one ; the one 
probably which is interpofed between them, The {ward would 
not be theathed until it fhould be determined which matter the 
world was to obey 3 the Ruflians or the Houfe of Bourbon, 
We reafon on general principles, on common eveats, and the 
common courfe of things. ‘Territorial partitions have beea 
made by great military commanders in other countries, and ia 
former times ; but thefe commanders quarrelled at laft, and one 
iwallowed up the whole. It is thus that the great de/pots of 
the Eaft endéavour to extend their territories in the prefent 
times, It wasthus that Otavius became Emperor of Rome ; 
and it was thus that, in the decline of the empire, the molt 
powerful governors of provinces divided the Roman empire 
among themfelves, and then determined by the fword which 
fhould wear the purple. 

But if in reality the court of Denmark, which, under the 
influence of Count Berkenftoff, has difplayed fo mach political 
wifdom in other inftances, shall be fo unmiodful of its dignity 
and fafety as to truft the interefts of the Danes in the hands of 
fuch powerful affociates, and that the King of Pruflia has come 
to a good uaderitanding, as is reported with the Czarina, 
where is the barrier that was formed by Frederic the Great for 
protecting the liberties of Germany and Europe? Are Britain, 
Holland, and Sweden, even with the aid of the Turks, able to 
make head againit all Europe? Perhaps they might, if the 
King of Sweden were an ero, or even a found politician, and 
the Lurks capable of difcerning their real and permanent 
312 intereils, 
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interefts. Bat the Swede does not appear to be a manly, or even 
a fair charaéter ; and the barbarous muffalmen are governed ene 
tirely by the preffure of the moment, and by blind prejadices, 
Peace to the Turks, and a few territorial ceffions to the King of 
Sweden, might leave Great-Britain and Hollani, with one or 
two perhaps of the Princes of Germany, expofed to the world 
in arms. ‘The vigilance of the Britith miniftry, and the politi. 
cal jealoufy of Europe will, it is to be hoped, prevent the evils 
that muft flow from this fextaple alliance, if it has indeed been, 
or is to be formed; concerning which a fhort time will de. 
termine. 


RELATIVE SITUATION OF BRITAIN TO THE 
NORTHERN POWERS. 


Diftance, with a great reciprocity of wants and fuperfluities, 
render Great Britain and Ruffia natural allies. Naval ftores, 
and other materials from Roffia, find vent in England ; and 
the manufaétures of England are circulated throughout the 
vaft Roflian empire. The expiration of a Commercial Treaty 
between thefe powers has not fafpended or diminifhed a traffic 
founded in nature, and beneficial to both parties. But the con- 
du& of the Emprefs in the eftablifhment of the armed neu- 
trality, and the terms demanded by the Roffians for a renewal 
of the commercial treaty, have fown the feeds of refentment 
and diftruft on the part of Great-Britain, and inclined her toan 
alliance with Sweden, from whence, though we cannot draw all 
the commercial advantages that we reap from our intercourfe 
with Rufiia, we may yet be fupplied with naval ftores at as low 
a price, and not inferior in qoality. The conduct of the Emprefs, 
refpecting the armed neatrality, was nataral, noble, and judi- 
cious ; nor can it be condemned on any principle of the law of 
nature and nations. Great Britain had no other reafon for com- 
plaining of this affociation, than pride, and af anjuft pretenfion 
to naval dominion. If, however, the matter had been other- 
wife, refentment ought never toenter into the meafores of ftates 
and fovereiga Princes.—A more ferious fubjeét of difference 
with Rouflia, is, the demand that her thips fhall be allowed to 
enter our ports, without fubjecting their cargoes to the alien 
duty, contrary to the navigation aét, which encourages our own 
fhipping, by enaéting, that the bottom upon which goods are 
broughe ftha!l conftitute the veffel Alien or Britithh, Though, 
therefore, all are fenfible of the advantages of a commercial 
treaty with Ruffia, yet every candid judge will admit, that it is 
better not to prefs it on terms that mult prove difadvantageous 
to 
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to ovr country ; but rather to leave the Raffian court to them- 
felves ; and to recolleét what would be the confequences to 
Roffia fhould England devife means of drawing her fupplies of 
hemp, flax, iron, tallow, &c, from any other quarter.—This, 
we prefume, is the hiftory of the prefent correfpondence between 
Great-Britain and Sweden. 

It is to be wifhed however, that fome arrangements may yet 
take place to preferve peace with Roffia. And it may be 
queftioned, whether it would not be better to traft to the con- 
tinuance of our trade with Ruffia, even without a treaty, than to 
incur thofe hazards which muft accompany an alliance with her 
natural, and, at prefent, actual enemy. 


COMMERCIAL TREATY WITH SWEDEN. 


If a Treaty of Commérce hall be eftablifhed between Great 
Britain and Sweden, what is to become of the fubfifting treaty 
between Sweden and France, by which the latter kingdom has 
obtained the liberty of the great port of Gottenburg, as a depot 
of naval ftores, and a fhelter for the French Fleet and thipping? 
Can real confidence fubfift, at the fame time, between Sweden 
and France, and Sweden and England? The port of Gotten- 
burg granted by Sweden to France, did not raife that alarm 
which it feemed naturally fitted to excite. ‘The French fleet, at 
Gottenburg, command the entrance into the Baltick.—This 
was readily perceived by the Danifh court, who offered, as a 
counterpoife to the power of France and Sweden, to grant to 
Great Britain, on certain conditions, the port of Feccara that 
commands the entrance into Chriftianfand in Norway. This 
offer was neglected by our miniftry, who were of opinion, that 
the views of the French, in acquiring the port of Gottenburg, 
did not extend beyond thofe of fmagglers who wanted a fg 
ftation for difpofing of their wines and brandies. 


PRESENT sITUATION OF SWEDEN. 


The ftand that is yet made by the Swedifh nobility again& 
the encroachments of the King, fupported by the lower orders, 
is worthy of admiration, and an important fubje& of reflection. 
In every country it is the nobility and gentry, they who poffels 
hereditary wealth and honours, who form the great barrier 
againft the levity of the peopte on the one hand, and monare 
chical encroachment on the other, Let us take a nearer profpe 
of that high {pirit, that vigour and unanimity, with which the 
Swedifh nobles claim, or perhaps rather reclaim, the rights of 
their order and the Swedith conititution. 

At 
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Ata meeting of the nobles for taking inte confideration the 
28 of fafety, that is, an act for extending the power of the 
crown, Count Douglas, who opened the debate, proved that 
the a& of fafety would effect an entire change of the govern. 
ment,.** particularly, that ic was exprefsly contrary to the cone 
ftitution of 1772 that the King-fhould have the power of mak. 
jag war, This, he. affirmed, gave the King the power of 
levying money by taxes; for, if he could make war, he could 
of courfe raife taxes whea he thought proper: aad, by this 
means, the privilege of taxing pi 1 My which belonged to 
the Swedifh nation, was now a mere chimera. As to the article 
in the act of fafety, faid the Count, which empowers the King 
to adminifter juftice as he pleafes, it is unexampled in the hiftory 
of any civilifed nation, and exprefsly contrary to that act which 
eftablifhes that the King, in affairs that relate to the adminiftra- 
tion of juftice, Should have only two votesin the fenate. With 
regarc to what conceros the nobility in particular, their pri- 
vileges were manifeltly violated, in contraditiion to the oaths 
takep by fo many Kings of the houfe of Vafa, and to the oath 
of his Majefty Guftavas, fworn three times.”” The Count cone 
eluded with this declaration, ‘* that, as the preamble and 
conclefion of the act of government of 1772 tied up the hands 
of both the Kiog and fenators from making any change in the 


 conftitution, he was compelledto reject, ix toto, the new act of 


fafety.” 

Covnt Douglas was ably fupported by other fpeakers. The 
vice-marefchal put the queftion, ** Would the nobleffe give 
their votes to the at of fatety ?” The anfwer was, No; givea 
fo loud as to refound. throazgh the whole hall. The contrary 
queftion was then put; Rejzctt? Three or four times the 
anfwer Yes was loudly and ananimoufly repeated. It was then 
agreed that a remonirance, founded on the propofition of 
Count Douglas, fhould be fent to bis Majefty. A protelt was 
alfocarried in favour of the members who had been arrefted. 
When was fech fpirit and ananimity exhibited in the Houfe of 
Lords in Great-Britain? This is a mott interelting {pectacle, 
and we wait with impatience for its conclufion, 


...m., @oe. &_ 


The advances that are made towards civil liberty in France 
are great and rapid. It is not improbable, from prefent ap- 
pearances, that a greater degree of democracy may be infated 
into the new-modelled or reformed conititution of France than 
whatisto be found in that of England, The third eitate, or 
the 
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the reprefentatives of the burghers, will have greater weight 
in the reprefentation of France than the members for cities and 
towns have in the Englifh Parliament. The power of the 
crown of France will alfo be as much limited as that of Eng- 
land, while it may be quettioned whether it will have eqaat 
influence. But Monf. de Calonne contends, that fach an order 
of affairs in France cannot poflibly be lafting ; that all innovas: 
tions, but not without the horrors of a civil war, muf retura 
to the fixed principles of the conftitution, which is fandae 
mentally monarchical. The King, he thinks, has abdicated 
the rights of the crown ; which muft, in the courfe of things, 
be refumed. Is it the iotereft of England that this prediGion 
fhould be fulfilled or falfified ? 


Bo Bice dle.) Bet; Mic Ee 


The genius of freedom glows with equal fire ia Ireland, 
Leave has been given for bringing in a bill to difable any pere 
fon who fhall have, in bis own name, or in thacof any perfon 
or perfons in truft for him, any office or place of profit under 
the crown, from electing, or being eleéted, 2 member of the 
Irith Parliament. And though this queftion has been lof, yee 
it appears that the Irith nation are eager to do fomething that 
may fecure internal freedom as well as independence on Enge 
land. Where will this hunafour flop? and who can foretell alf. 
its confequences ? 





Memairs of the Life of Boethius, a celebrated Primitive 
Chriftian and Philofopher. 


NICIUS Maalius Severinas Boethius was defcended from 

an ancient and noble family. Many of his anceftors 

were fenators and confuls of Rome. He was born at Rome, ia 
the 455th year of the Chriftian era, 46 years after the taking 
of that city by Alaric I. King of the Goths. Boethius See 
verinus, his father, was prefect of the palace to Valentinian IIT. 
and, by the command of that emperor, was put to death in the 
fame year which gave birth to his illuftrious fon. Though 
deprived of the care of an,excellent parent, the young Boece 
thius ha# the happinefs of failing under the tuition of worthy 
relations, who gave hima good education, and infpired him 
with an early tafte for philofophy and the belles lettres, They 
fent him to Athéns, where thefe ftudics {till fourifhed. He 
refided eighteen years in that celebrated feminary, where, anie 
maicd 
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mated by anoble emulation, he diftinguifhed himfelf among 
his fellow-ftudents, and made a furprifing progrefs in every 
branch of literatore. - But philofophy and mathematics were 
his darling ftudies ; Plato, Ariftotle, Euclid, and Prolemy, his 
favourite authors. He ftudied their writings with the atmof 
attention, and became mafter of all the treafures of {cience 
contained in them. 

In this manner did Boethius employ his youth. His progrefs 
in virtue, in the mean time, kept pace with his advancement 
in knowledge ; for he was no lefs remarkable for probity and 
humanity, than for his fine genius and his extenfive eradition. 
Upon his retarn to Rome, he foon attracted the public attention. 
He was confidered as a perfon born to promote the happinefs 
of fociety. The moft diflinguithed men in the city fought his 
friendhip, perceiving that his merit would foon advance him 
to the firit employment of the ftate. His alliance was wifhed 
for by perfons the moft refpeftable. But Elpis, defcended from 


. one of the moft confiderable families of Meflina, was the lady 


on whom Boethias fixed his choice. His choice was fortunate; 
for in Elpis there were united all the accomplifhments of the 
head and heart. She had a fine tafte in literatare, particularly 
in poetry, and was a thining example of every virtue ; {0 that 
fhe muit have been a delightful companion to this eminent 
philofopher and ftatefman. She bore him two fons, Patritius 
and Hypatias, 

To the happinefs of poffeffing a lady of fach uncommon 
merit, Boethius foon had the fatisfaétion of obtaining the 
higheft honour his country could beftow. He was made conful 
in the year 487, at the age of 32. Odoacer, King of the 
Herali, reigned at that time io Italy, who, after having put to 
death Oreftes, and depofed his fon Auguftulus, the laft emperor 
of the Welt, aflumed the title of King of that country. Two 
years after Boethius’s advancement to the dignity of conful, 
Theodoric, King of the Goths, invaded Italy ; and, having 
conquered Odoacer and put him to death, he in a fhort time 
made bimfelf mafter of that country, and fixed the feat of his 
government at Ravenna, as Odoacer and feveral of the later 
weftern Emperors had done before him. The Romans and 
the inbabitants of Italy were pleafed with the government of 
‘Theodoric, becavfe he wifely ruled them by the ame laws, the 
fame polity, and the fame magiltrates they were accuftamed to, 
under the Emperors. In the eighth year of this Prince’s reign, 
Boethius had the fingular felicity of beholding his two fons, 
Patritias and Hypatius, raifed to the confular dignity. During 


their continuance in office, Theodoric came to Rome, where 
he 
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he had been long expeéted, and was receive.! by the fenate and 
people with the greateft demonitrations of joy. Boethius made 
him an elegant panegyric in the fenate ; which the King 
anfwered in the moft obliging terms, declaring that he thould 
ever have the greateft refpect for that auguft aflembly, and 
woald never encroach upon any of their privileges. 

Boethius was advanced a fecond time to the dignity of conful, 
in the eighteenth year of the reign of King Theodoric. Power 
and honour could not have been conferred apon a perfon more 
worthy of them: for he was both an excellent magiftrate and 
ftatefman, as he faithfully and afliduoufly executed the daties 
of his office ; and employed, upon every occafion, the great in- 
flaence he had at court, in protecting the innocent, and reliev- 
ing the needy, and in procaring the redrefs of fuch grievances 
as gave juft cavfe of complaint. The care of public affairs did 
not however engrofs his whole attention, This year, he wrote 
his Commentary upon the Predicaments, or the ten Categories 
of Ariftotle. In imitation of Cato, Cicero, and Brutus, he 
devoted the whole of his time to the fervice of the common. 
wealth, and to the cultivation of the fciences. Befides the 
Commentary apon Ariftotle’s Categories, noticed above, Boe- 
thius wrote an explanation of that philofopher’s Topics, in 
eight books ; another, of his Sophiims, in two books ; aod 
Commentaries upon many other parts of his writings, He 
tranflated the whole of Plato’s works : he wrote a Commentary 
in fix books, upon Cicero’s Topics : he commented alfo upon 
Porphyry’s writings: he publifhed a difcourfe on Rhetoric, in 
one book ; a Treatifeon Arithmetic, in two books; and ano- 
ther, in five books, upon Malic: he wrote three books upon 
Geometry, the laft of which is loft: he tranflated Euclid ; and 
wrote a Treatife upon the Quadrature of the Circle ; neither 
of which performances are now remaining ;: he publifhed alfo 
tranflations of Ptolemy of Alexandria’s works; and of the 
writingsof the celebrated Archimedes: and, to conclade this 
imperfedt lift of his learned labours, he publithed feveral trea- 
tifes apon theological acd metaphyfical fubjects, which are fill 
preferved, 

The acutenefs of underftanding and profound erudition dif- 
played in fuch a diverfity of works, upon all fabjects, acquired 
Boethius a great reputation, not only among his countrymen, 
but with foreigners. Gondebald, King of the Burgundians, 
who had married a daughter of Theodoric, came to Ravenna, 
on a vifit tohis father-in-law, and thence went to Rome, not 
only to fee that famous city, but that he might have the pleafure 
of converfing with our iiluftrious philofopher. Boethius, fen- 
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fible of the great honour conferred upon him by this Prince, 
did every thing in his power to amufe and entertain him. He 
fhowed him feveral curious mechanical works of his own in- 
vention, which Gondebald greatly admired ; but what chiefly 
ftrock him, were two watches or time-keepers ; one of which 
pointed out the fun’s diurnal and annual motion in the eclip. 
tic, upon a moveable fphere ; and the other indicated the hours 
of the day, by the expedient of water dropping out of one 
veffel into another. So fond was Gondebald of thefe pieces 
of mechanifm, that upon his return to his own country, he dif. 
patched ambaffadors to Theodoric, praying that he would 
procure for him the two wonderful times-keepers he had feen at 
Rome. 

Boethius was held in high efteem by Theodoric, who was a 
Prince of great capacity, and governed hitherto with much 
prudence, equity, and moderation. But thefe eminent virtues 
he afterwards {ullied by flagrant aéts of cruelty and injoftice. 
Doring the courfe of thefe tranfactions, Boethius loft his beloved 
wife Elpis, the faithful partner of his domeftic cares, his pleas 
fures, and his ftudies, To comfort himfelf under this affliction 
(for the wife man comforts himfelf under every event) he mar- 
ried a fecond time, and had the uncommon felicity of being 
again equally happy inhis choice. The lady whom he chofe 
for his confort was Rufticiana, the daughter of Symmachas, 
one of the moft refpectable men in Rome for birth, learning, 
and probity. This lady bore him two fons, Symmachus and 
Boethias ; who were confpicaous in their youth for very emi- 
nent talents, 

Boethius was 2 third time cleéted conful, along with Syme. 
machus, his father-in-law,in the 30th year of Theodoric’s 
reign. Neither ambition nor intereft prompted him, in the 
decline of life, to undertake that high office: he had no other 
view but to promote the good of the ftate, and to protect thole 
worthy citizens whofe {uffrages had advanced him to that 
dignity. ‘This was his laft confulfhip : during the courfe of 
it he had the misfortune to fall ‘under the difpleafure of King 
Theodoric. Boethius had been hitherto remarkably fortunate : 
he had lived long in health, affluence, and fpleadour ; had 
attained to every honour he could expect: and had preferved 
invariably the efteem and affeftion of his fellow-citizens. Dur 
ing the courfe of almoft forty years, he was undoubtedly the 
moft diltingvifhed character in Rome, for capacity and probity. 
His uncommon merit, however, and his great influence, did 
not prevent his ruin; they were probably the caufesof it. 
hing Theodoric was an Arian ; and Boethius, who was a Cae 
tholic 
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tholic (as thofe of the oppofite opinion were called) anluckily 
publifhed about this time a book upon the Unity of the 
Trinity, in oppofition to the three famous feéts of Arians, 
Neftorians, and Eutychians. This treatife was univerfally read,” 
and created our authora great many enemies at court; who 
infinuated to the Prince, that Boethius wanted not only to de- 
ftroy Arianifm, but to effectuate a change of government, and 
deliver Italy from the dominion of the Goths ; and that, from 
his great credit and influence, he was the moft likely perfon to 
bring about fuch a revolution. Whilft his enemies were thus 
bofied at Ravenna, they employed emiffaries to fow the feeds 
of difcontent at Rome, and to excite factious people openly to 
oppofe him in the exercife of his office as conful. Boethius, 
in the mean while, wanting no other reward than a fenfe of 
his integrity, Jaboured both by his eloquence and his authority 
to defeat their wicked attempts; and perfilted refolutely in his 
endeavours to promote the public welfare, by fupporting the 
opprefled, and bringing offenders to juftice. But his integrity 
and fteadinefs tended only to haften his fall, King Theodoric, 
corrupted probably by along feries of good fortune, began 
now to take off the mafk. This Prince, though an Arian, had 
hitherto preferved fentiments of moderation and equity with 
regard to the Catholics ; but fearing, perhaps, that they had a 
view of overturning his government, he began now to treat 
them with feverity. 

Boethius was one of the firft that fell a vitim to his rigour. 
He had continued long in favour with his Prince, and was more 
beloved by him than any other perfon : but neither the remem- 
brance of former affection, nor the abfolute certainty the King 
had of his innocence, prevented him from profecuting our 
philofopher, upon the evidence of three abandoned profligates, 
infamous for all manner of crimes. The offences laid to his 
charge, were, ** That he wifhed to preferve the fenate and 
its authority : that he hindered an informer from producing 
proofs, which would have convicted that affembly of treafon : 
and that he formed a fcheme for the reftoration of the Roman 
liberty.” In proof of the lait article, the abovementioned pro- 
fligates produced letters forged by themfelves, which they falfely 
averred were written by Boethius, For thefe fuppofed crimes, 
he was, unheard and undefended, at the diftanceof 500 miles, 
proicribed and condemned to death. ‘Theodoric, confcious 
thathis feverity would be univerfally blamed, did not at this 
time carry his fentence fully into execution ; but contented 
himfelf with confifcatiog his effets, with banithing him to 
Pavia, and conning him in prifon. 
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Soon after this, Juftin, the Catholic emperor of the eaf, 
finding himfelf thoroughly eftablifhed upon the throne, pub- 
lithed an edi@ againit the Arians, depriving them of all their 
churches, Theodoric was highly offended at thisedict. He 
obliged pope John J. together with four of the principal fena- 
tors of Rome (one of whom was Symmachus, father-in-law to 
Boethius) togo on an embafly-to Conftantinople ; and com- 
manded them to threaten that he would abolith the Catholic 
religion throaghout Italy, if the emperor did not immediately 
revoke his ediét againtt the Arians. John was received at Con- 
ftantinople with extraordinary pomp, and treated with pros 
found refpect. He tried to compromife matters betwixt the 
two Princes: but fo. far was he from inducing the emperor to 
revoke his edict, that, in compliance with the tenour of it, he 
reconciled many of the Arian churches to the Catholic faith. 
Theodorie was {> incenfed at his conduct, and that of his af- 
fociates in this affair, that upon their return he threw them 
all into prifon at Ravenna. Boethios, though entirely in- 
nocent of what was done at Conftantinople, was at the fame 
time ordered into ftri€ter confinement at Pavia; the King hav- 
ing probably come tothe relolation of proceeding to extre:nities 
agaioft him, 

Though confined in a doleful prifon, and deferted by all the 
world—though deprived of his library, and tiript of his pofe 
fefions—our illaftrious philofopher preferved fo much vigour 
and compofure of mind, that he wrote, in five books, his ex- 
celleot treatite of the Confolation of Philofophy. To this 
treatife he is more indebted for his fame, than to all his other 
learned performances. Few books have been more popular : 
it has gone through a maltitude of editions ; has been com- 
mented upon by many eminent men ; has beea tranflated into 
a great variety of languages 3 and has been univerfally ac- 
Rnowledged a work replete with erudition and inftrudtion, aad 
executed with much delicacy and good tafte. When we con- 
fider the diftreffed fituation of our author when he wrote it, we 
are filled with wonder that he was capable of compofing a per- 
formance of fo mech real genius and merit, 

But the tatal moment was now faft approaching, waich put 
a period to the miferies of Boethius. As a prelude to this, 
Pope John was famifhed to death io prifon ; and foon after. 
wards Theodoric ordered Symmachus, and the three other 
fenators that were fent to Conitantinople on the embafly be- 
forementioned, to be beheaded : to complete his cruelty, he 
commanded the fame punifhment to be inflicted on Boethius, 
in his priton at Pavia, on the 23d of October 526, in the 71 ft 
year 
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year of his age. .His body was interred by the inhabitants of 
Pavia, in the church of St. Augaftine, near to the fteps of the 
chance! ; where his monument is ftill to be feen. 

King Theodoric regretted thefe atts of violence, and did not 
lon. furvive them, Some months afterwards, when the head of 
a great fith was ferved up to him at fupper, he imagined he be- 
heid the head of Symmachus fiercely threatening him. Terri- 
fied with this idea, he rofe from table, and went to bed in an 
agony ; and after bitterly deploring to his phyfician his cruelty 
in reipe& to Symmachuos and Boethius, he became delirious, 
and in a few days expired. Amalafuatha, the daughter 
Theodoric, who upon the deceafe of her father governed italy 
with fingular prudence and juftice, as.tutorefs to her fon 
Athalaric, lamented the fate of this eminent man, and expreffed 
the utmolt refpest for his memory. To make all the.atone- 
ment in her power for the injuries her father had done him, the 
caufed his ftatues, which had been overthrown at Rome during 
his perfecation, to be again ereGed, and all his pofleflions to be 
reftored to his heirs. 





Short Account of the Life of Dr. Hope, an eminent Scstch 
Phy fician. 


By Dr. Duncan. 


R. HOPE was born at Edinburgh, on the roth of May, 
1725. He was the foa of Mr. Robert Hope, a refpett. 

able furgeon, whofe father, Lord Rankeilar, made a diftin- 
guifhed figure as one of the Senaturs of the College of Juttice 
in Scotland. By his mother he was defcended from the ancient 
family of Glafs of Sauchie, in Stirlingfhire. In April 1761 he 
was appointed the King’s botanift for Scotland ; and, in a few 
weeks after, he was elected by the magiilrates of Edinburgh as 
faccéffor of Dr. Alfton in the profefforihip boch of botany and 
matcria medica, He married the daughter of Dr. Stevenfon, 
an eminent phyiician in Edinourgh ; by whom he had four fons 
and one daughter, He died in November 1786. Dr, Hope’s 
favourite ftudy was botany, which, through his Majelty’s mu- 
nificeace, he was enabled to cultivate with great taccels, by 
means of the new botanical garden in the environs of Edin- 
burgh. He was one of the fir who, ia conjunction with the 
late Sir Alexander Dick, applied to the practical cultivation of 
rhubarb ia Britain ; and he bas fhewn that the affafoctida plant 

may 
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may likewife be propagated in this climate. Befides being the 
author of fome papers in the Philofophical Tranfaétions, he 
had im contemplation an extenfive botanical work, on which he 
had beftowed much reflection ; but whether this will be com- 
pleted, is not pofitively affirmed, We cannot but wih for its 
accomplifhment. 





A Letter addreffid by the late Dr. Samuel Fobnfon to Dr. 
Lawrence, on the Death of Mrs. Lawrence. 


Dear Sir, 

T a time when all your friends ought to thew their kind- 

nefs, and with a charaéter which ought to make all that 

know you your friends, you may wonder that you have yet 
beard nothing of me. 

I have been hindered by a vexatious and inceffant cough ; 
for which within thefe ten days I have bled once, tafted four or 
five times, taken phyfic five times, and opiates I think fix, 
This day it feems to remit. 

The lofs, dear Sir, which you have lately foffered, I felt, 
many years ago; and know, therefore, how much has been 
taken from you, and how little help can be had from confo- 
lation. He who outlives a wife whom he has long loved, fees 
himéelf disjoined from the only mind that had the fame hopes 
and fears and intereft ; from the only companion with whom 
he has fhared mach good or evil ; and with whom he could fet 
his mind at liberty, to retrace the paft, or anticipate the futare, 
The continoity of being is lacerated ; the fettled courfe of 
fentiment and aétion is flopped ; and life ftands fufpended and 
motionlefs, till it is driven by external caufes into a new chan» 
nel. But the time of fufpence is dreadful. 

Oor firft recourfe in this diftrefsful folitude is, perhaps, for 
want of habitual piety, to a gloomy acquiefcence in neceflity. 
Ot two mortal beings, one muft Jofe the other, But furely 
there is a higher and a better comfort to be drawn from the 
confideration ot that Providence which watches over all; a be- 
lief that the living and the dead are equally in the hands of 
God ,who will re-unite thofe whom he has feparated, or who 
fees that it is beft not to reunite them, 

I am, dear Sir, 
Your moft affectionate, 
Moft humble fervant, 
SAMUEL JOHNSON. 

J anuary 20, 1780. 

The 
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The Sentiments of Socrates on the important Subjects of 
Indufiry and Economy. 
Jo the PRINTER of the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 
SIR, 
ly following fpecimen of ** the original and compre- 
henfive manner, in which Socrates inftru&ted mankind, 
and his threwd way of leading them, by pertinent queftions, to 
thofe conclufions which are conformable to the dictates of right 
reafon*,”” fets the advantages of induftry and economy in fo 
pleafing a light, that it will, I doubt not, be generally accept. 
able to your readers, It is taken from the Memorabilia, 
Book II. Ch. 7. The tranflation made ufe of, was printed at 
Glafgow, in 12mo. 1757. 1 am, Sir, yours, &c. 





Ss. M. N. 


* Mrs, Macaulay’s Treatife on the Immutability of Moral Truth. 





__ SOCRATES had an extreme tendernefs for his friends, and 
if through imprudence they fell into any misfortunes, he ene 
deavoured to comfort them by his good counfels: if they la- 
boured under poverty, he did all he could to relieve them, teach- 
ing all men that they ought mutually to affift one another in 
neceflity.—I will fet down fome examples of his behaviour on 
thefe occafions. 

Meeting Ariftarchus, who looked very dejected, he faid to 
him ;[ fee, Ariftarchus, fomething troubles vou: but impart the 
caufe of your grief to your friends, and perhaps we may come 
fort you. Indeed, faid he, I am in great affi@ion : for fince 
the late troables, many perfons having fled for fhelter to the 
Pireus, [a fortified fea-port of Athens,] it has fo fallen out 
that my ifters, nieces, and coufins, have all thrown themfelves 
upon me, fo that I have no lefs than 14 of them to maintain. 
You know very well that we receive no profit of our lands, the 
enemies being matters of the open country : Our hoofes in the 
city are uninhabited, there being at prefent very little company 
in Athens: Nobody will bay any goods, no man will lend 
money upon any intereft whatever, and I believe we may as foon 
take it up in the middle of the ftreets, as find where to borrow 
it. And Iam much concerned that I fhall not be able to affift 
my relations whom I fee ready to perifh, while it is impoflible 
for me to maintain them in the prefent fcarcity of all things. 

Socrates having heard him patiently, faid to him: How 
comes it to pais, that Ceramon, who has fo many perfons in his 
family, finds means not only to maintain them, but likewife - 
enric 
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enrich himfelf by the profit he makes of them, and that you are 
afraid of ftarving to death, becaufe you have a great many in 
your family ? The reafon, anfwered Ariftarchus, is this, Ceramon 
has none but flaves to take care of, and I am to provide for 
perfons who are free, 

Socrates went on: for which have you molt efteem, for 
Ceramon’s flaves, or for the perfons who are at yoor houfe ? 
‘There isno comparifon between them, faid Ariftarchus, Isit 
not then a fhameful thing, replied Socrates, that Ceramon 
fhould grew rich, by means of thofe whom you acknowledge to 
be of lefs value, and that yoa fhould grow poor, and be reduced 
to ftraits, though you keep perfons of condition in your houfe, 
whom you value more ?=By no means, faid Ariftarchus ; there 
is a wide difference betwixt the two; the flaves that Ceramon 
keeps, follow fome trades; but the perfons I have with me, have 
had a liberal education, and follow none. 

May not he, replied Socrates, who knows how to do any 
thing that is ufeful, be faid to know a trade? Yes certainly, 
And are not, continued Socrates, Oat-meal, bread, the clothes 
of men and women, cafflocks, coats, and other the like manue 
falores, things very ofefal ?>——Without doubt,x—And do not the 
perfons at your houfe know how to make any of thefe things? 
On the contrary, faid Ariftarchas, I believe they know how to 
make all of them. 

What are you then afraid of, added Socrates ? Whiy do yoa 
complain of poverty, fince you know how to get rich ? Do not 
you obferve how wealthy Naaficides is become, what numerots 
herds he is mafter of, and what vaft iums he lends to the Repub- 
lick ? Now, what made this man fo rich ? Why, nothing but 
one of thofe manofactures we mentioned, that of making oate 
meal. Yon fee too that Ciribus keeps all his family, and lives 
at his eafe upon what he has got by being a baker. And how 
doth Demeas, of the village of Collytus, get his livelihood ? 
By making caflocks. What makes Menon live fo comfortably ? 
His cloak. manufacture, Ard are not moit of the inhabitants 
of Megara in good circumftances* enough, by the trade which 
they drive of coats and fhort jackets?—I grant all this, faid 
Ariflarchus ; but fill there is a difference betwixt thefe perions 
and me: for, whereas they have with them fome barbarians 
whom they have bought, and compel to work what brings them 
in gain ; I, for my part, keep only at my houfe perfons who are 
tree, and of genteel extraction, and my owa relations ; now, 
would you have me fet them to work? 

And becaufe they are tree, and your relations, faid Socrates, 
do you think they ought to do nothing but eat and fluep? Do 
you 
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you obferve, that they who live thus idle and at éafe lead more 
comfortable lives than others? Do you think them more con- 
tent, more chearful, that is to fay, more happy than thofe who 
employ themfelves in any of thofe manufactures we have men= 
tioned, or in whatever elfe tends to the utility or Convenience of 
life? Do you imagine that idlenefs and lazinefs contribute 
toward our learning things neceffary ; that they can enable us to 
retain thofe things we have already learnt;—that they help to 
ftrengthen the body, or keep it in health ;—that they can affift 
us to get riches, or keep what we have got already ;—-and do 
you believe that labour and induftry are good for nothing ? 

Why did your ladies learn what you fay they know, did they 
believe them to be ufeful things, and had they refolved never to 
put them in practice ? Or, on the contrary, was it with defign 
to employ themfelves in thofe matters, and to get fomething by 
them? Is it a greater piece of wifdom to fit ftill, and do no- 

thing, than to bufy one’s felf in things that are of ufe in life, and 
that tarn to account ? And is it not more reafonable for a man 
to work, than fit with his arms acrofs, thinking how he hhall live? 

Shal} I tell you my miod, Ariftarchus? Well then, I am of 
opinion, that in the condition you are in, you cannot love your 
guefts, nor they you: for this reafon, that you, on the one 
haod, feel they are a burden to’ you ; and they, on the other, 
perceive yoa uneafy and difcontented, on their account. And 
it is to be feared that tne difcontent will increafe on both fides, 
and that the fenfe of paft favours will wear off : but whea you 
fet them to work, you will begin to love them, becavufe they 
will bring you fome profit: and when they find that you regard 
them with more complacency, they will not fail to have more 
love for you. The remembrance of your kindneffes will be 
more agreeable to them, and the obligations they have to you 
will be the greater. In a word, you will be kinder relations, 
and better friends. ; 

Indeed, if what they were to do, wes athing worthy of blame, 
it would be better to die than to thiok of it 3 but what they can 
do is honourable, and becoming their fex ; and whoever knows 
how to doathing well, will acquit himfclf of it with honour 
and pleafure. Theretore defer no longer to make the propofal 
to them, fince it will be fo advantageous to all of you, and be 
affured they will receive it with joy and facisfattion. 

Good God ! what a fine fcheme you have propoied ! Indeed 
Icannot but approve of it ; nay, it has made fuch a wonderful 
imprefion on my mind, that whereas | was lately againit bor- 
rowing money at all, becaufe 1 faw that when I had {pent it, 

Vou, XIIL. 331. 3 L I thould 
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I thould not be in a condition to repay it ; I am now refolved to 
go try where I can take fome up upon any terms to buy tools 
and other materials to fet oarfelves to work. 

What was propofed, was forthwith executed: Ariftarchus 
bought what he wanted, he laid in a provifion of wool, and the 
ladies worked from morning to night. This occupation diverted 
their melancholy, and inflead of the uneafinefs there was before 
between them and Ariftarchus, they began to live with recipro. 
cal fatisfaction : the ladies loved him as their protector, and he 
confidered them as perfons who were very ufeful and neceffary 
to hime 

‘To conclude : Some time afterwards, Ariftarchus came to fee 
Socrates, and related the whole matter to him with great con. 
tent, and-told him the women began to complain that none but 
he was idle. 

Why do you not put them in mind, faid Socrates, of the Fable 
of the Dog? For, in the days when beafts could fpeak, accords 
ing to the fable, the theep faid to her matter, you are a itrange 
man, we yield you wool, lambs, and cheefes, and yet you give 
us nothing but what we can get upon the ground : and the 
dog who brings you in no profit, 1s kindly ufed, for you feed bim 
with the fame bread you eat yourfelf. 

The dog, over-hearing this complaint, anfwered her : It is 
not without reafon I am afed fo well : it is 1 who protect you ; 
it is I who hinder thieves from taking you away, and wolves 
from fucking your blood: if I were not always keeping watch 
about you, you would not dare fo much as to goto feed. This 
anfwer was the reafon, that the fheep yielded freely to the dog 
the honour they pretended to before. In like manner, do you 
alfo let thefe ladies koow, that it is you whe are their guardian 
and protector, and that you watch over them for their fafety, 
with as much care as a faithful and courageous dog watcheth 
over a herd committed to his charge. ‘Tell them, that becaafe. 
of you no man dares hurt them, and that it is by your meaas, 

that they live at eafe and in fafety. 





dn Epigram, occafioned by feeing the Thank{giving Day in 
Jome Meafure abufed by Vice and Immorality, 


By J. Lovisonn, of Othery. 


S this athankfgiving ? Why farely ’tis odd—=— 
*Tis ferving the Devil ; ot praifing of God. 
Herfe’s drinking, here’s fighting, diforder and rin— 
If this is devotion, the fect’s far from quict. 
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Anfwer, by D. 4. Robarts, of St. Columb, ta R. Wale’s 
. Queftion, inferted November 24. 





FIRST the bafe —60x2 x 3r=151 X42=6342—— 
which x21 the altitude, +6=3 1-half—22197 cu- 
bic feet, the folidity required. 





Anfwer, by W. Paul, of Blackdown, toW, Baker's Enigma, ine 
Jerted Fanuary 26. 


ES, when the Bacchanalian clafs 
So jovial pufh the fparkling glafs, 
A PIPE, acatch, a glee, a fong, 
Do help to drive the hoursalong. 

*t* We have received the like anfwer from J.B. Langdon, 
and J. Aunger, of Lifkeard ; T. Whicker, of Exon ; J. Bond ; 
P, Baftow, of Buckfaftleigh ; W. H. of Dartingioa; J. W. 
near Totnes ; and C, C, near Taunton. 





Anfuur, hy P. Bafow, of Buckfaftleigh, to F. Carter's Anagram, 
inferted February 2. 


HE parts of the beaft, Sir, I prefently knew, 
And LEGHORN’s the place ’twill confpicaoufly thew. 
t*t We have received the like anfwer from Juventus, of Lif- 
keard ; J. Bafkerville, of Plymouth ; J. Collins, near Collump- 
ton; J. Crabb, of Linkinhorne; J. B. of Buckfaftleigh ; 
G. B. of Totnes ; C. C. near Taonton ; T. Whicker, Exon ; 
James Pyne ; and S, Harvey of Lyme. 





Anfuer, by C. C. near Taunton, to W. Locke’s Charade, inferted 
February 2. 


O blefs each field and {miling crop 
On earth’s moft fertile plains ; 

‘The bounteous Heav’ns in fhowers drop 

Their fweet refrefhing Rains. 
In days of yore from bended Bow 

The arrows {wiftly flew; 
In yonder clouds the RAINBOW fhows 

{ts variegated hue. 
3L2 §t§ 
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§t§ We havereceived the like anfwer from W. and J. Bafley, 
of St. Columb: Juventus, J. Aunger, and W. P. Mofgrove, 
of Lifkeard ; J. Batkerville, of Plymouth; J.T. and Thomas 
Whicker, of Exon; T. Daw, and G.B. of Totnes; W.K. 
near Taunton ; J. Collins, of Collumpton ; P. Baftow, Buck. 
faftleigh ; S, Harvey, of Lyme; J. Crabb, of Linkinhorne; 
ani J. Pyne. 





Anfwer, by E. C. to Peter Pilchard’s Anagram, inferted 
February 9. 


"Tyan farely the Devil that tempted old Eve, 
For that fiend, ’tis reported, is prone to deceive ; 
The next, let me fee, ’tis' dvoa’s the ftream : 

T am certain that Devon’s the county you mean. 


*}* We have received the like anfwer from W. P. Mafgrove, 
. Aunger, and Juventus, of Litkeard; J. Burnet, junior, of 
oftwithiel ; J. Batkerville, of Plymouth; T. Whicker, of 
Excn ; W. Bowding, of Welling, near Totnes; J. W. and 
W. H.of Dartington; P. Baflow, and J. B. of Buckfaftleigh; 
T. Huxham, of Knowle, near Ottery; James Pyne; W. K. 
and C. C, near Taunton ; and R. Carlile, and J. Chaff, of 
Rattery. 





4 QUESTION, by R. Carlile, of Rattery. 


THERE are two numbers whofe fum equals 20,8752, 
and the greater divided by the lefler the quotient is 
29: Required the numbers, without the afliftance of ale 
gébra or pofition. 





4 CHARADE, by R. Tucker, of Broad Winfor. 


F you, kind Sirs, my firft would trace, 

I fis what we gladly do embrace ; 

My next a clafs with eafe you'll find, 

Which brings our kindred {fouls to mind ; 
My whole right join’d will foon reveal, 
What we oft ufe when at a meal, 


4 REBUS, 
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4 REBUS, by Agathos Pais, Taunton. 


Burning mountain firft pray make appear, 
A Whofe fmoak prevents the ether’s being clear ; 
A river next whofe rapid courfe portends, 

A fruitful harveft to the Egyptian lands ; 

A poet next of Agragentum name, 

Whofe death was brought about by fire and flame ; 
The horn of plenty reprefent to view 3 

And laft a noble promontory fhew : 

Now thefe initials being well combin’d 

A famous ancient foon will come to mind. 

















An ENIGMA, dy C. C. near Taunton, 


N dark oblivion I am bound, 
Hid from the vulgar eyes around, 
Without one gleam of light ; 
Regardlefs here 1’m doom’d to dwell 
In my appointed creary cell, 
In everlafting night. 


*Till fearching man, prying and fhrewd, 
Expofes me to public view, 

And breaks my dungeon’s jaws 3 
Then view my every finking part, 
Form’d once by nature, not by art, 

By our Creator’s laws, 


Can you my hideous form revere, 

And o’er me drop the melting tear, 
Or raife the mournful tale? 

Dejected now behold I lie, . 

And oft create a heart-felt figh, 
From all throughout the vale, 


Methinks I fee you prying o’er 

What once a pleafing afpect wore, 
Like you, perhaps, once clever ; 

But ture I’m trifling here too long, 

So now }’ll clufe my mournful fong, 
Acd hide myfelf tor ever. 


POETRY, 
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f Verfes written by Mr. Keys, a Teacher of Dancing, $c. at 
; the Requeft of aGentleman who bad loft an amiable young 
Lady to whom he was frortly to have been mareied, 


ONE, artthow Charlotte? once the fair, 
Whofe heart was pure as heavenly air; 
Above her fexin form and mind, 
Above all arts in human kind, 


Clos’d are thofe eyes whofe beams difplay'd 
A world of charms the graces made ; 

And coral red invising ftood 

Upon her lips in {miling mood. 


Pale are thofe cheeks from rofy hue, 

Dry are thofe veins once vi’let blue ; 

Fled is that breath whofe rich perfume 
Spread fragrance thro’ the morning bloom, 


Yet while I mourn my Charlotte's loft, 

And pine and langaiih on life’s coatt, 

Permit me, Lord, to view her thade, 

Then figh my laft to clafp the heav’a-born maid. 


Poole, April 21, 1789s 





VERSES ON SPRING. 
TN lovely {pring again refumes her power, 


entities, ee 


Nor more ta winter’s devaftation yields; _ 
Whilf 
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Whilft nature’s fed with pure etherial fhow’rs, 
Plenty diffufing o’er the beauteous fields. 


= From the moift meadow to the mountain high, 
The vivid verdure runs, led by the breeze ; 
And juicy groves unto the cherith’d eye 
Pot forth their buds, unfolding by degrees. 


?Till the whole leafy foreft ftands difplay’d 
In full luxuriance to the fighing gales 5 
In all the coloors of the year array’d, 
Whilft melody refounds thro’ neighb’ring vales, 


Now Sol thro’ Taurus ftrikes his golden beams, 
And blended concerts thro’ the woodlands riog 5 

at The brook likewife extends her purling ftreams, 

And from the vallies fweeten’d zephyrs {pring. 





ng 
The peafant rous’d from fleep.at early dawn, 
With unremitting care doth hafte away 
Unto the willing glebe or cultar’d lawn, 
And meets the youthful fun’s refulgent ray. 


The tuneful lark at break of day up {prings, 
Shrill voic’d and loud, the meffenger of morn, 
Before the fhadows fly the {weetly fings, 
And black birds whiftle from the {pinous thorn, 


The finifh’d garden wears a beauteous hue, 
Its viftas pleafant and its alleys green, 

Where o’er the blufhing borders bright with dew 
A wildernefs of flowers may be feen. 


W. BAKER, 





| Somerton, April 27, 1789. 





On the Frailty of human Exifiencés 
By THOMAS WHICKER, of Exon 


. REPARE thyfelf thy God to meet, oh man! 
Lo ! time proclaims thy life is but a {pan ; 

Like to a flower that blooming is and fair, 

Whole varied hue adorns the gay parterre ; 


But 
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But when drear tempefts hover o’er its head, 

And forked light’nings with loud thunders fpread 
Wide o’er the plains, and Boreas tharp {prings forth 
With haoghty flight, deftru€tive o’er the earth ; 
Then with the light’ning’s flath or Boreas’ biaft 
Its ftrait deftroy’d, and all its {fweets made wafte— 
So frail is man, by time foon {wept away, ; 

And turn’d again unto his native clay. 

Since life’s fo fhort, embitter’d with mach care, 

O may we for a better world prepare ! 

Where bleffed fouls enjoy eternal blifs ; 

Where ne’eris heard fell difcord’s furious hifs ; 
Where fycophants and envy ne’er appear ; 

Where virtue bright, triumphant mounts her car ; 
Where holy feraphs without ceafing fing 

Of Heaven’s moft gracious and all-powerfal king. 








TO THE DATIS ¥Y. 
HEE, lowly daify, as the year moves on, 
Once more I greet, half fmiling, half in tears. 
‘Warm gratitode for many a pleafing dream, 
In carelefs infancy by thee beftow’d, 
Shal) now record thee on the mufe’s page. | 
Time was, when I beheld thee, and could think 
Earth’s variegated lap a bed of flowers 
For-man to reft on ; could of thee compofe 
Achaplet for my brows, and deem fuch wreath, 
So fimply wronght, a happinefs as great 
As this world might afford, O! rankling care 
Why didft thou come to chafe away a joy, 
So pure, fo innocent !—That dream is fled— 
Yet flill, fweet gem, that coloureft all the field 
With thine annotic’d hee, I ftill can hang 
Enamour’d o’er thy graces, ilill can hold 
The regal diadem, with thine compar’d, 
A worthlefs bauble! As I’ve walk’d along, 
Moufing on thee, oft have I faid, ** How bows 
*« Thy purple-fringed cap beneath the foot 
** Of every heedle{s paflenger ! Even fo, 
«* In this uneven world, infulting pride 
*€ Tramples on worth ; Yet harder is the doom 
* OF fuffering man. Fair flower, that preflare patt, 
*¢ Thy beauteous circlet foon thall rife again, 
** With more becoming charms: But man, poor man, 
** Mutt fink beneath the load which weighs him down, 
** Mutt *bide the bitter tavot, and bear his wrongs, 
** Unheard, unfelt, unpunith’d to the grave.” 














